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Walter A. Orenstein, MD, is associate director of the Emory Vaccine Center and former 
Assistant U.S. Surgeon General and director of the National Immunization Program (NIP), 
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC). 
 
He recently retired from a 26-year career with CDC’s immunization program where he led the 
global effort to eliminate many of the world’s most common vaccine-preventable diseases.  Dr. 
Orenstein’s work has focused on infectious diseases and immunization.  He has received 
numerous honors and awards, including the Surgeon General’s Exemplary Service Medal and 
the United States Public Health Service Commendation Medal. 
 
In addition, Dr. Orenstein serves as the associate director of the Southeastern Center for 
Emerging Biologic Threats.  His primary appointment with Emory University is in the division 
of infectious diseases in the departments of medicine and pediatrics in the Emory University 
School of Medicine.  
 
Dr. Orenstein has authored and co-authored more than 100 published studies, reviews and book 
chapters for medical books, trade publications and literature.  He is a member of the international 
editorial board for the journal Vaccine and was past chairman of the publications committee for 
the Pediatric Infectious Diseases Society and the council of the Pediatric Infectious Diseases 
Society.   
 
Dr. Orenstein received his medical degree from Albert Einstein College of Medicine in New 
York, New York, where he specialized in pediatrics and pediatric infectious diseases.  He 
received his bachelor of science from the City College of New York.   
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