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Cynthia G. Whitney, MD, MPH, is acting chief of the Respiratory Diseases Branch, Division of
Bacterial and Mycotic Diseases, National Center for Infectious Diseases, Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention (CDC). Currently, Dr. Whitney directs the pneumococcal epidemiology
research program for the Respiratory Diseases Branch. In addition, she is a clinical associate
professor with Emory University in Atlanta, Georgia, and is a member of the Infectious Diseases
Society of America’s Pneumonia Guidelines Committee.

As director of the pneumococcal epidemiology research program, Dr. Whitney developed CDC
policy for use of pneumococcal conjugate vaccine and directed a three-year, multi-state case
control study of conjugate vaccine effectiveness. In 2004, Dr. Whitney was awarded two CDC
Charles C. Shepard Science Awards in the prevention and control and the assessment and
epidemiology categories.

She has published extensively on pneumococcal disease epidemiology, drug resistance, and
vaccines. Dr. Whitney has extensive expertise in management of respiratory outbreaks.

Dr. Whitney earned a masters degree in public health from Harvard University in Cambridge,
Massachusetts, and completed her medical residency in internal medicine with the University of
Minnesota and in preventive medicine through a CDC program. Dr. Whitney received her
undergraduate degree in engineering science from lowa State University.
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